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SYNOPSIS

This paper examines the development of Japanese steel making technology after the World Warl
with regards to its internal processes and social relations.

There were three stages in Japanese steel making technology after World WarIl. The first was the
development of steel-rolling which fostered steel-making technology ( from open-hearth furnace to con-
verter ) in the second half of 1950s. The second ‘was development of converter steel-making which
advanced iron-making (blast furnace) in the early 1960s. The third was the development of converter,
which led to the continous casting and CC-DR(continuous casting and direct rolling)in the early I1970s.

The steel technology was shaped by social conditions and environmental factors. Particularly, in the
1970s, the issues, such as the energy saving, the environmental problems, and the needs for materials
prlayed a significant role in the development of Japanese steel technology.
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