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The Study of Disciplinary Formation of Biochemistry in Korea
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Synopsis

This paper is the first attempt to study the disciplinary history of natural sciences in Korea. The author has
analyzed the disciplinary formation of biochemistry in Xorea from 1910°s when modern educational institution of
biochemistry in Korea was first established up to the end of 1960°s when the Biochemical Society of the Republic of
Korea was formed, with brief analysis of 70°s. The author has shovn that biochemistry had been introduced and [inally
established during 1960°s in Korea after the prolonged two-staged process through the Japanese colonial rule and the
reconstruction after the Korean War.

The author has discovered two facts: firstly, biochemistry in Korea has owed its establishment as a discipline to
the support from government’s atomic energy project and Korean food processing industry; secondly, Korean biochemists
during 1960°s and even 70" s could not follow the nev research trends since the advent of molecular blology and new
expermintal thechnology because of poorly developed economy and feeble social support those days.

The asthor has pointed out that those features could be explained by the interplay between the social factors as

the research-support system and the internal factors of the disciplinary development. -
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