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An Analysis of the R&D Policy for Computer Technology in Japan
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SYNOPSIS

The technology has became highly advanced and has a great influence on society. The public policy,

differing

from private companies’ strategies, becanie more important for Lhe economical and social advancement. As a case
study, this study analyzes the R&D policy related to computer technology till 1970s in Japan. It is characterized
that Japanese policy for further developinent of computer industries follnwed Lo Lhe rlepending vu the imported

technology, legal restraint on the import of products and capitals, and Catch-up

policy targetted to certain

technologies. Sucessfuly this policy brought the results that the share of Japanese products accounts for mora =~
than 50% in the Japanese market. But, since 1980s, the trend of compuler technology had heen changing in the
USA. The patents of computer technologies, especially software technology, were more and more imported from
foreign countries. Japanese policies. couldn’t set up or respond to these technological change. Japanese policy,
based on Catch-up line, partly brouglit the sucessful results, but never changed the R&D structure which wholely
following to imported basic technologies. In Japan, the original direction of the R&D policy based on its own

society was not created until the end 1970s.
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